Introduced by Council Member R. Brown and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Newby, R. Gaffney, Morgan, Carter & Hazouri:
RESOLUTION 2016-372
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND MOURNING THE PASSING OF DR. ALVIN GEORGE WHITE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Alvin George White was born in Jacksonville, Florida, the oldest of four children born to the late George and Victoria White. He loved to learn and at the age of four, Alvin was placed in the first grade at St. Pius Catholic School. He later attended local public schools and graduated from Stanton High School. He earned a Bachelor of Science degree from Florida A&M University in Tallahassee, Florida; a Master of Arts degree from Columbia University in New York; and a Doctor of Education degree from NOVA Southeastern University in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida; and


WHEREAS, Dr. White served our nation through the United States Navy and also played basketball and baseball for the U.S. Naval Sixth Fleet. After being honorably discharged, he began a teaching career with Duval County Public School System in 1959 which later presented opportunities for advancement within administration. Dr. White was a true trailblazer in the field of education. His knowledge, commitment, and determination afforded him the honor of being the first black vice-principal of Robert E. Lee High School, and the first black principal of Jean Ribault Senior High School, both were predominately white schools at the time. Dr. White’s strong managerial background, moral character, professionalism, and passion guided him towards many exciting leadership opportunities throughout his careers with Duval County Public School System, Jacksonville University, and NOVA Southeastern University; and 
WHEREAS, Alvin White was a champion educator and leader who took great pride in preparing future principals and administrators for leadership. There are a number of graduate students that have become principals and other administrators as a result of Dr. White’s guidance and teaching.  Although education was an enormous part of his life, he was a devoted husband to Brenda White, and loving father to his two children, Marcel Kevin and Altoria Elizabeth. He loved his family and was grateful for their continuous love and support; and

WHEREAS, Dr. White was a proud member of St. Gabriel’s Episcopal Church and served as a Senior Warden for St. Phillips and St. Gabriel’s for a total of 12 years. He was instrumental in establishing the youth choir at St. Gabriel’s. Dr. White was an energetic educator, leader, author, and man of Faith. He was admired and appreciated by his colleagues, students, and the community. Additionally, Dr. White received numerous recognitions and awards over the years for his service and dedication. He most appreciated the “Blodgett Homes Wall of Fame” award and “Heroes of Public Housing” award because they were from his childhood community. In his wisdom and desire to help others, Dr. White wrote a book entitled “Education is NOT a Four-Letter Word” which addresses how he dealt with mixed messages received to discourage him from getting an education. He wrote the book to encourage others, especially young people, to continuously strive to be their best self despite the circumstances; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commemorates the life and mourns the passing of Alvin George White and extends to his family, former students, colleagues and many friends its deepest condolences. Dr. White was an exemplary man and his absence will be keenly felt by all who knew him. 

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Yvonne P. Mitchell, City Council Research
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